N
Fut
. IslIJalrJ1[je
B Island

Design
Fellowships
Call.

Accelerating sustainable 1deas
1nto practical applications -
balancing human needs with
environmental stewardship.




Green Transition Ecosystem
Future Island-Island

[]
Fut
] IslIJalr':Eie
[ | [Island

Design
Fellowships.

Create design-led answers for the green transition. Engage
with Future Island-Island co-investigators and partners to
to support purpose-led innovation in product development,

sustainable tourism, education, and policymaking.

What is a Design Fellowship?

Design Fellowships are small-scale projects
designed to support Future Island-Island'’s
research, and accelerate its many pathways
to impact. These are competitive awards that
support a substantive design outcome.

They are opportunities to bridge the gap
between research and application — bringing
practical experience and innovative ideas to
the table.

Who Can Apply?

We welcome Expressions of Interest from
industry practitioners, academic researchers,
independent consultants, and professionals
working in the public sector or non-profit
organisations with relevant skills and
experience in our Priority Themes.

Apply here

Award Range

Awards are either £5,000 or £10,000 per
Fellowship depending on scope of the
assigned project.

Timeline
December 2024 - September 2025

Fellowship Framework
1. Submission of Expression of interest

2. Co-Investigator Partnering

Successful applicants will be matched
with co-investigators from Future
Island- Island to develop project
proposals for collaboration.

3. Project Delivery

Applicants receive funding to
implement their co-defined projects.

What is Future Island-Island?

Future Island-Island is an Arts & Humanities
Research Council (AHRC) funded project.
Working with Rathlin — Northern Ireland’s
only populated offshore island — it explores
innovative design and digital technologies to
valorise waste, develop sustainable tourism,
and envision new possibilities for education
and green policymaking. You can find out
more about this design research on the
Future Island-Island website or check out our
activities on LinkedIn.



https://www.futureisland-island.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/future-island-island/posts/?feedView=all
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=h5QLb6hPqEKutL8uLCLU6FnJBuOkb_5Kiw6v3m4ENdpUOEoyV1RVQ1ZGNDE1MldONzQ4NUpHNDJZUC4u
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Priority
Themes.

Work alongside Future Island-Island co-investigators
and partners to develop responses to the following
priority themes:

Priority Themes Example Outcomes (though not limited to)

[ | Circular Economy & SUStainab|e B Valorising plastic and e-waste through innovative product and ecosystem design
PrOdUCt DeSign B Design processes that minimise resource consumption
B Circular models for responsible use of recycled materials in 3D printing & manufacturing
B Tackling marine plastic pollution through innovative design and community participation
[ ] D|g|ta| |nn0vation for B Greater public engagement with sustainability issues through immersive experiences
SUStainable CUlture B |ower carbon footprints in virtual production and media industries
B Enhanced interpretation and preservation of ecosystems and cultural heritage
[ | SUStainable Tourism & B Balanced growth in the tourism sector that preserves or regenerates local ecosystems
Recreation B Adoption of low-impact alternatives and slow tourism practices
B Increasing circular resource managementin tourism operations
. Community Co-DeSign B Community-driven sustainability responses that address local needs
& CiViC Engagement B Increased public awareness and adoption of eco-friendly behaviours
B More equitable and inclusive sustainability efforts that benefit community members
[ | Nature_Based SOlUtionS B Effective use of natural processes to mitigate climate change impacts
& ECOlOgical Design B Reduction of organic waste through upcycling and/ or repurposing
B Promoting pro-environmental behaviour change that benefits fragile environments
[ ] Education & PO'ICy for B Enhancing youth participation in democratic life, supporting young people to be active
SUStainable Futures citizens in shaping their future, and amplifying their voices
B Policy frameworks that support circular economies and sustainable product development
or other aspects of the green transition
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Design Fellowships
Timeline.

18 November 2024

19 December 2024

13 January 2025

27 January 2025

14 February 2025 .—-

15 September 2025 .—-

CALL LAUNCH

DEADLINE FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST SUBMISSION

All applicants must complete the EOl submission before 19 December 2024
expressing their:

B Interestin a Priority Theme (one theme per application)

B Experience relevant to the chosen theme, evidence of previous community
engagement, and if appropriate, a project proposal

B Personal alignment to the goals of the Future Island-Island project

NOTIFICATIONS OF SUCCESSFUL EOI APPLICATION

INVITATIONS TO CO-DESIGN PROJECT BRIEFS cwrh Fi co-muesTicaTors)

A pool of co-investigators linked to prospective projects will invite fellows to
co-design project briefs ensuring they:

B Define objectives and measurable outcomes
B Create a timeline and budget for project activities

®  |dentify key resources and support needed for successful implementation

PROJECT DELIVERY AND IMPLEMENTATION BEGINS

Design Fellowships begin project delivery with protocols in place for:

®  Monthly progress reports or updates to Fll management team

®  Regular check-ins with co-investigators to address any challenges

PROJECT COMPLETION & FINAL REFLECTIONS

On completion, Fellows will submit:

= Afinal report detailing outcomes, challenges, and any opportunities for
future development or scaling

®m  Sharable insights with co-creators, co-investigators, and other fellows


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=h5QLb6hPqEKutL8uLCLU6FnJBuOkb_5Kiw6v3m4ENdpUOEoyV1RVQ1ZGNDE1MldONzQ4NUpHNDJZUC4u
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Additional
Information.

Green Transition Ecosystem projects are the
flagship investments of Future Observatory:
Design the Green Transition.

This is a £25 million collaborative programme funded by the Arts and
Humanities Research Council (AHRC) and delivered in partnership with the
Design Museum.

More information on the Green Transition Ecosystem programme can be found
here.

Future Island-Island project grant reference: AH/Y003780/1

For questions relating to the Design Fellowships Call Framework, contact:

g.colhoun@ulster.ac.uk.

Expression of Interest Form

Apply here
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https://futureobservatory.org/research/strands/green-transition-ecosystems
mailto:g.colhoun%40ulster.ac.uk?subject=Design%20Fellowships
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=h5QLb6hPqEKutL8uLCLU6FnJBuOkb_5Kiw6v3m4ENdpUOEoyV1RVQ1ZGNDE1MldONzQ4NUpHNDJZUC4u
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Evaluation Panel

Dr Susann Power
Work Package 1 Co-Lead

Prof Justin Magee
Principal Investigator

Green Transition Ecosystem
Future Island-Island

Prof Greg Keeffe
Work Package 3 Co-Lead

Gillian Colhoun

Cali Plahe
Project Delivery Manager

Terms & Conditions

Competitive Expressions of Interest (EOI)

The EOl phase is competitive, and submission does not guarantee
selection. EOls are reviewed based on the fellowship's priority
themes, relevant skills, and the potential to contribute meaningfully
to the project’s overarching goals. Only top ranked submissions will
advance. During the competition, all participants are permitted to ask
questions which help them better understand the challenge, themes,
eligibility and/or any other aspect of the competition.

Invitation to the Fellowship Framework

Successful applicants will be invited to work with a co-investigator
and explore potential projects for development; however, this does
not guarantee funding or a confirmed project.

Project Development Process

Selected Fellows will collaborate with a designated co-investigator
to refine potential projectideas. These will be subject to additional
approval before advancing to implementation. Final approval will
depend on feasibility, alignment with Future Island-Island objectives,
and available resources.

Eligible Costs Covered by the Grant Award

Eligible costs include your time, consumables or materials, travel,
accommodation and subsistence. Equipment costs are ineligible.

Business Development Manager

Hazel Watson
Project Co-ordinator

Fellowship Commitment

Fellows are expected to engage actively in the project delivery
process, including regular check-ins with the co-investigator and
Future Island-Island project management team.

Fellowship Participation

Fellows will receive payment on the successful delivery of the agreed
project. In cases of partial delivery, Future Island-Island may issue a
pro-rated payment or reimburse incurred costs.

Intellectual Property

Future Island-Island operates on an open innovation principle,
where background knowledge is freely shared and any impacts

that emerge are channelled to benefit the collaborating community
or organisation. In all cases before the Fellowship commences,
existing intellectual property required to deliver the project, known
as background IP, should be clearly stated. Where no background

IP exists, the open innovation principle will be fully in action. Where
background IP exists, the limitations on its use must be disclosed
before the start of the project and a collaboration agreement put

in place to protect it and manage its use. This may involve keeping
some material confidential or making users aware of its limitations.
If new IP is created as part of a Fellowship, this will reside with Ulster
University as a gatekeeper. This will not affect the moral rights of the
creators or the use of their work for non-commercial purposes.


https://www.ulster.ac.uk/staff/jdm-magee
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gilliancolhoun/?originalSubdomain=uk
https://rathlinstickybeak.wordpress.com/
https://www.ulster.ac.uk/staff/s-power
https://www.qub.ac.uk/schools/NBE/Research/find-a-phd-supervisor/professor-greg-keeffe.html
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?fetchDeterministicClustersOnly=true&heroEntityKey=urn%3Ali%3Amember%3A383389894&keywords=cali%20plahe&origin=RICH_QUERY_TYPEAHEAD_HISTORY&position=0&sid=loX

